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The Opposite of "Convenient”

What is the opposite of "convenient”? Many people will say "inconvenient.” But an old
craftsman I met in Kyoto gave me a different answer. He said, "The opposite of convenient is
memorable.”

He makes wooden boxes without using any nails. It takes three weeks to make one box. A
machine can make a similar box in three minutes. If we only think about speed and price, his
work may look meaningless.

However, his boxes are used for more than a hundred years. People repair them, pass them to
their children, and remember the person who gave them. "A quick thing is easy to get and
easy to forget,” he said. A slow thing stays — in the house and in the heart.”

I am not saying that convenient things are bad. Convenience gives us time, and that is a real
gift. The problem is that we sometimes use the saved time only to get more convenience — a
faster phone, a quicker meal, a shorter way. Then, at the end of the day, what do we
remember?

Perhaps the real question is not "Which is faster?” but "Which will I want to keep?” When we
choose something slow on purpose — writing a letter by hand, walking to a friend’s house,
cooking with someone — we are not wasting time. We are making something to remember. In
a world full of convenient things, choosing the slow one may be the newest luxury.
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