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Old School Uniforms Get a Second Life Overseas

TOKYO — A group of high school students in Chiba started a project to send used school
uniforms to children in Southeast Asia, and the project is now spreading to other schools.
The leader, Yuki Hara, 17, got the idea when she was cleaning her room after graduation
season. "My uniform was still beautiful. Throwing it away felt wrong,” she says.

Her team asked students to donate old uniforms, washed them with a local cleaning
company for free, and sent 120 sets to a school in Cambodia last March. In some areas, a
uniform is expensive, and children sometimes stop going to school without one.

A teacher in Cambodia sent a video message: "With the uniforms, more children come to
school with a smile.”

The team has one rule: they always ask what the children need, not what Japan wants to
send. "A gift starts from listening,” Hara says. The next box — 200 sets — will leave the
port in October.
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