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DEvery Friday morning, students of Kita Junior High clean the long slope to the
school gate.

@This activity has continued for more than forty years.

®”I have joined it since April,” says Mika, a first-year student. @”At first, it was
just a school rule for me.”

®But one morning, an old woman spoke to her. ®”’I have watched this slope for
years. It is the pride of our town.”

@Mika has thought about the words many times since then.

®The slope has been clean for forty years — because someone has always been

there.
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