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Ryo was the eleventh player of the soccer team. In his three years, he played in an
official game only once, for five minutes. His uniform was always white — the color of a
player who waits on the bench.

Before the last tournament, the coach called Ryo. "You know our team best,” he said.
"You have watched every player from the bench. Tell me what you see.”

Ryo was surprised, but he began to talk. "Kenta runs fast but looks down when he is
tired. Jun is strong, but he gets nervous after a mistake. When Jun makes a mistake,
please send a loud voice to him quickly. He comes back with one shout.”

The coach used Ryo’s notes in the final game. When Jun missed a shot in the second half,
the bench shouted together, "Next one, Jun!” Jun looked up, ran again — and scored the
winning goal.

After the game, the players lifted someone high in the air. It was not the scorer. It was
Ryo, in his white uniform.

"You watched us for three years,” the captain said. "Today, your eyes won the game.”
Ryo’s uniform was still perfectly white. But no one called it the bench color anymore.
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