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Our Maps

Three years ago, I got lost in this school on the first day. I couldn’t find the music
room, and I was late for the class. That day, this school was a foreign country to
me.

Today, I can walk to any room with my eyes closed. But the map in my head shows
more than rooms. On my map, the second floor hallway is "the place where Ken
first talked to me.” The library’s window seat is "where I cried after losing the
game, and where Ms. Sato found me.” The gym is painted with the colors of three
sports festivals.

We all have our own maps of the same school. Ken’s map and my map are different
— and that is wonderful. A place becomes special when something happens there
with someone.

Next month, we will walk into new "foreign countries” again: new schools, new
towns. We will get lost. We will be late. But don’t worry. An empty map is not a
scary thing. It is an invitation.

Let’s go and fill our new maps — corner by corner, memory by memory.
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