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Three years ago, I walked through this school gate with shoes that were too big.
My mother said I would "grow into them.” I didn’t believe her. The shoes made a
funny sound, and I was embarrassed.

In these three years, I have failed many times. I dropped the baton in the relay —
in front of everyone. I forgot my lines in the school play, and my friend whispered
them to me from behind a tree on the stage. I got twelve points on a math test.
Yes, twelve.

But look at us now. The relay taught me that one mistake is never the end — we
still finished third! The play taught me that friends can cover your silence. And
that math test taught me where to start. (I got seventy-eight on the final one.)
We often say "I can’t do it.” These three years taught me to add one word: "yet.” I
can’t do it — yet. This small word is a door.

My shoes fit now. And we are already growing into our next, bigger pair. Thank you

— and congratulations, everyone.
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M ~ my friend whispered them from behind a tree on the stage,
2) |7 I got seventy-eight on the final one. LBEXIC K EIUNNH S,
3) |7 I can’t do it — yet. This small word is a door,
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