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The Last Runner

In September, Kaito learned about his family’s move. In December, he would leave
this town. The city ekiden race was in November.

"Why should I run?” he thought. "I will disappear from this team anyway.” At
practice, he began to run slowly, at the back of the group. The team said nothing,
and that hurt him more.

One cold morning, Kaito found a note in his shoe box. "Meet me at the river at
6:00. — Coach Miya”

At the river, the coach was running alone. "I ran here when I was your age,” she
said. "My best friend moved away before our last race. I was angry, like you. But
she left me something.” The coach showed an old baton. On it, small letters said:
"Run my part, too.”

"She gave me her strength. It’s still running with me.”

In November, Kaito ran the first section. He ran for the team — and for the future
self who would remember this town. He passed the baton with both hands.

It said, in fresh letters: "My part is yours now.”
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