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The Last Ensemble

Two weeks before the last contest, Sana broke her right wrist. She was the first
flute.

"Don’t worry about us,” her friends said kindly. But their kindness hurt her. She
stopped going to the music room. At home, she put her flute case under her bed.
One evening, Mr. Hata, the club teacher, visited her with a paper bag. "A new job
for you,” he said. Inside, there was a conductor’s baton.

"I can’t,” Sana said. "I have never...” — "You have listened to our sound for three
years, more carefully than anyone,” he said. "Your ears are the treasure of this
club.”

At the contest, Sana stood in the center. She could not play a single note. But
when she moved the baton, sixty sounds moved with her — and she heard
everything: the small breath before the high note, the warm low brass, her friends’
hearts.

The gold prize photo shows a girl with a white cast, smiling in the center.

Music was not in her wrist. It was between them all.
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