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Mika had one week before the art contest, and her canvas was still white.

She had won the contest two years in a row. Everyone expected her third win. Her
teacher said, "We believe in you.” Her mother bought new brushes for her. That
expectation sat on her shoulders like a heavy stone. Every time she picked up her
brush, her hand stopped. What if I lose?

On Thursday, her little brother looked at the white canvas and said, "Wow, snow!
Can I add a dog?” Before she could answer, he drew a small blue dog with his
crayon.

Mika was going to get angry — but she laughed instead. The dog was terrible, free,
and happy. When did I stop drawing like this? she thought. When did drawing
become a test?

She did not erase the dog. She built her picture around it: a snow town where a
blue dog runs, with children chasing it.

The picture did not win first prize. It won something better. At the gallery, it made
more people smile than any other picture — and Mika stood there, smiling with

them, for the first time in two years.
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