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A World Without Letters

Our teacher gave us a strange question: "If there were no letters in the world,

what would happen?”

At first, we laughed. But thinking deeper, we stopped laughing.

If there were no letters, this school would be very different. No textbooks, no
notebooks, no blackboard. All learning would travel from mouth to ear. If you were
sick and absent for one day, the lesson of that day would be gone forever. We
would need amazing memories!

If there were no letters, my grandmother in Osaka couldn’t send me her funny
letters. Our talk would end when the phone call ends. And this is the biggest one
for me: if there were no letters, we couldn’t meet people of the past. The diary of
Anne Frank, old poems, my late grandfather’s notebook — their voices would be
silent.

After the class, I looked at my messy notebook. My letters are not beautiful. But
now I know: every letter I write is a small time machine.
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