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If there were no school libraries, what would our school days look like?

Books would be things that only rich families could buy. A new book costs about
1,500 yen. A student who wanted to read one hundred books would need 150,000
yen. New worlds — space, history, dragons — would be closed to many children.
The school library lends us these worlds for free. In Japan, this is supported by a
law made in 1953. Thanks to it, even the smallest school in the mountains has a
room full of books.

I checked our library’s records. Last year, our students borrowed 4,213 books. The
most popular one was borrowed 41 times. Its pages are soft and a little dirty now
— I think that is a medal for a book.

I wish more students used the library. If every student borrowed just one book a
month, our library would become the busiest room in the school. And maybe, the
happiest.
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