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The Man Who Keeps the Light

On the hill, there is a white lighthouse which was built ninety years ago. Mr. Shima,
74, is a volunteer who takes care of it.

He was once a fisherman who worked on this sea for fifty years. "The light saved
me many times,” he says. "On a stormy night, the light which reached my boat was
the only road home.”

Today, ships use GPS, and the lighthouse which once guided everyone has become
"old technology.” The city thought about closing it. But Mr. Shima and his friends
started a volunteer group which cleans the tower and guides visitors.

Last summer, a girl who visited with her father looked up and said, "It’s like a
candle that stands all night for someone.” Mr. Shima laughed and gave her a small
key holder which was made from the old lamp glass.

"The sea has GPS now,” he says. "But hearts still need a light which never moves.”
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