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Furoshiki is a square cloth. It is used for wrapping and carrying things. This simple
cloth has a long history.

The name comes from baths. In the Edo period, public baths were used by many
people. Clothes were wrapped in a cloth there — "furo” means bath, and "shiki”
means spreading.

For a long time, furoshiki was seen everywhere in Japan. But after the 1960s,
plastic bags became popular, and furoshiki was almost forgotten.

Now, it is coming back. Why? Because plastic waste has become a world problem.
One furoshiki can be used thousands of times, in many ways. It can be a bag, a gift
wrap, and even a bottle carrier.

Today, furoshiki lessons are held in Paris and New York. The old cloth from the

bath is now called an "eco wrap” — a new name for a hundred-year idea.
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