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Origami is known around the world today. The word "origami” is now found in
English dictionaries. But its story is lonag.

Paper was invented in China about two thousand years ago and was brought to
Japan in the seventh century. At first, paper was very expensive, so origami was
used only in ceremonies at shrines and temples.

In the Edo period, paper became cheaper, and origami became a popular play for
everyone. The famous crane design was created in this period. A book of origami
designs was published in 1797 — it is said to be the oldest origami book in the
world.

Today, origami is studied by scientists and engineers, too. The folding techniques
are used in space technology. For example, the solar panels of some satellites are
folded like origami to save space in the rocket.

A small piece of paper carries big ideas — from a shrine in old Japan to space.
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