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The Fork in My Road

Last October, I almost quit the brass band. I loved music, but I couldn’t play well.
In the autumn concert, I made a big mistake in my solo. I couldn’t hear the
audience — only my heart, beating too fast.

For a week, I didn’t touch my trumpet. "Quitting is easy,” I thought. "I just have to
say one word.”

Then my little brother, seven years old, found my trumpet case. "Play the train
song!” he said. It was the first song I learned. I played it — badly. He danced and
laughed and said, "One more time!”

That night, I remembered something simple: I started music to enjoy it, not to be
perfect.

I went back to the club. I still make mistakes. But before every concert, I say to
myself, "Play for the dancing boy.”

Life has many forks. Big voices say, "Which is the right road?” But now I have my
own question: "On which road can I hear the music?” That question never chooses
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