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Dear Mary and Tom,

I”

I arrived home safely yesterday. My parents said, "You look taller!” Maybe it is
because of your delicious meals — or maybe I am walking straighter now, with more
confidence.

Thank you for everything. Before the homestay, I was afraid of making mistakes in
English. On the first night, I couldn’t say anything at dinner. I just smiled and
nodded. Do you remember? You waited without hurrying me, and Tom said, "Slow
English is good English.”

Those words changed me. After that, I tried to speak every day. When we cooked
pancakes together, when we got lost on the way to the lake, when we laughed at
the huge spider in the bathroom — I was speaking English without thinking about
mistakes!

Now I am not afraid anymore. I will study hard and visit you again. Next time, [ want
to guide you around my town in English. There is a small temple with a five-
hundred-year-old tree. You will love it.

With love, Mio

P.S. I put a picture of us in this letter. Look at Tom’s face — the spider is on his

shoulder!
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