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Interview: Fireworks Maker, Mr. Iwata (58)

Q: How long does it take to make one big firework?

A: About one year. We dry the powder balls in the sun, again and again. And the
firework opens in the sky for only four seconds.

Q: One year for four seconds... Isn’t it hard?

A: (Laughs) Everyone asks that. But think — people look up at the same sky
together, and they all say "Wow!” at the same time. Rich or poor, young or old,
everyone sees the same flower. Four seconds can join hundreds of hearts. That is
my work.

Q: What is your dream?

A: I want to make a firework of a color that has no name yet. My father made
"Iwata Blue” forty years ago. People still remember it. A color can live longer than a

person — that is the romance of this job.
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