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Sota and Ren told Ms. Hara about the footprints.

She looked at them carefully and smiled. "Small, muddy, with claw marks, from the
window... I think I know this thief. He visited the science room last year, too. Follow
me.”

She took them to the school garden. Behind the tool shed, they found an open
lunch box — empty — and a fat raccoon dog sleeping happily next to it. There was
a little tamagoyaki on his nose.

"A tanuki!” Sota couldn’t believe it. "But how? We are on the third floor!”

Ms. Hara pointed at the big gingko tree. Its branches touched the third-floor
window. "He is a better climber than you think. And Sota — you always sit by the
window, and your mother’s tamagoyaki smells wonderful. He chose the best
target.”

Ren laughed for five minutes. Sota looked at the sleeping thief and sighed, "At
least he liked it.”

That weekend, Sota’s mother bought him a new lunch box — a bigger one, with a

strong lock. And the class made a new rule: close the window at lunch time.
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