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Dear cousin,

Moi! This is "hello” in Finnish. Six months passed after we moved to Helsinki.
School here surprises me every day. First, we take off our shoes in the school
building, like at home in Japan! But the reason is different — the floor must be
clean because students often sit and study on the floor.

Second, the classes are short and the breaks are long. After every 45-minute
class, we get a 15-minute break, and we must go outside — even when it snows!
Teachers say fresh air wakes up the brain.

Third, we don’t have school uniforms, and there are almost no tests until high
school. But everyone studies hard in class because the lessons are interesting and
we can choose many things.

Winter here is dark. The sun comes up after nine! But my classmates say, "That’s
why we enjoy small lights and warm tea.”

When you visit us, let’s go to a real sauna!

Moi moi! (bye-bye!)

Yuki
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