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©® In many countries, schools have cleaning staff, and students do not clean their
classrooms. In Japan, however, students clean their own school almost every day. After
lunch, music starts, and students take out brooms and cloths. For about fifteen minutes,
they sweep the floors, wipe the windows, and clean even the toilets. Teachers often clean
with them. Many visitors from other countries are surprised to see this.

® Why do Japanese schools have cleaning time? The idea has a long history. In old Japan,
cleaning was thought of as( @ ), not just a job. Through cleaning, students learn to take
care of the things they use. When you clean your classroom every day, you start to use it

more carefully. If you know who cleans the floor, you will not drop trash on it. | A

©® Cleaning time also builds teamwork. In most schools, each group is in_ charge of a
different place — the classroom, the stairs, or the library. Group members plan together,
share the work, and help each other. A fifteen-minute job for one person becomes a three-

minute job for five people. | B | Students learn that working together makes hard work

lighter.

@ Recently, this culture has started to travel around the world. In 2016, schools in
Singapore introduced daily cleaning time for all students. Some schools in Egypt have also
brought in Japanese-style school activities, and cleaning is one part of them. Teachers

there say that students have started to use their classrooms more carefully. | C

@ Of course, there are different opinions. Some people say that students should use the
time for studying, and that cleaning should be done by staff. But many teachers believe
that cleaning time teaches something that textbooks cannot: the people who use a place

can also take care of it. | D | A clean classroom is not the only goal. The real goal is growing

people who care about the places and the people around them.
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For example, one student washes the cloths while another moves the desks.(7z&Z (&, 1
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