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Read the story and answer the questions. XEZEEHHEETI,

©® The violin was my grandmother’s. When she stopped playing, it came to me, and for
three years it was the closest thing to my heart. Then, two weeks before the school
concert, I did a careless thing. I left the violin on a chair by the open window before
dinner. That night, a strong wind knocked it down. When I picked it up, I found a thin crack
running down its front, like a river on a map. I could not make any sound that night — and
neither could the violin.

® My mother found an old repair shop on a quiet street. The sign was small: “Harada String
Workshop.” Inside, the air smelled of wood. Mr. Harada, a small man with white hair, looked
at the crack for a long time without a word. I was afraid he would say, “It’s too late.”
Instead, he said, “Come back in ten days. And if you have time, come and watch. Watching
is also learning.”

© So I went, after school, almost every day. Mr. Harada worked slowly — too slowly, I
thought at first. He warmed the wood, put in a drop of special glue, and then just waited,
sometimes for a whole day. “Why don’t you hurry?” I asked. He laughed quietly. “The wood
decides the speed. I only listen to it. If I push, the crack will remember the pushing.” I did
not understand everything, but I began to like the quiet hours in his shop.

® On the seventh day, Mr. Harada showed me the inside of my violin with a small light.
There was an old paper label, and next to it, I saw a thin line — another crack, repaired long
ago. “Your grandmother brought this violin to my father’s shop about forty years ago,” he
said. “I was a young man then. I remember her face. She was as worried as you.” I stood
there without words. The violin in his hands was suddenly not just mine. It was a long story,
and I was one page of it.

® The violin came home two days before the concert. On the stage, I played a slow, old
song. I made no big mistakes, but that is not the thing I remember. Near the end of the
song, I felt the sound was( @ )than before — a little quiet, a little dark, and warmer.
Maybe it was my imagination. Maybe a repaired violin simply sounds like that. Or maybe I
was hearing forty years inside the wood.

® After the concert, I wrote a letter to my grandmother: “Your violin got a new scar and
came back stronger. Mr. Harada says hello to you.” Now, when I open the case, I sometimes
look at the thin line on the front. I do not hide it. A crack is a mark of a life with music —
and my page of the story has just started.
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fB1(15R) How did Mei feel on the night in paragraph @7?
7 She was excited about the concert.

1 She was angry at her grandmother. )
7 She was too glad to sleep.

T She was so shocked that she could not play at all.

fB2(15:=) Mr. Harada says, “The wood decides the speed.” What does he mean?
7 He cannot work fast because he is old.

1 A repair must follow the material’s own time, not the worker’s. ¢ )
7 Wooden violins are faster to repair than others.
T He wants Mei to leave the shop early.

B3(155) Choose the right order of the events.

A Mei finds an old repaired crack inside the violin. B The violin falls by the window.
C Mei plays a slow, old song on the stage. D Mei starts to visit the workshop after
school.

7 B->A->D-C )
4 D>B-A-C
) B>D—>A—C
T A>B-D-C

4 (155:) The word which should be put in( @ )is
7 deeper

1 louder ¢ )
7 faster

I newer

f5(20=) According to the story, which is true?
7 Mr. Harada repaired the violin in three days.
4 Mei’s grandmother bought the violin two years ago. ¢ )
7 The violin was repaired at the same workshop about forty years ago.
T Mei hid the crack after the concert.

M6(20=) What is the main message of this story?
7 Violins should be kept away from windows.
41 A scar can become a part of a long story — and even deepen it. ¢ )

™ Old repair shops are cheaper than new ones.

T Practicing every day is the only way to win a concert.
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